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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
WD AGO 8-122, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strengthof the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care anddoes not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, and deaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbidconditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresp nding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed in the United States shown inthe chart on page 7. 


The number of enlisted men aischarged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shgwn for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished frém the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e-g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 

MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on WD AGO 8-122 is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting, 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 10 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease Is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 


shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all cayises and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception; redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
tates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases, 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbo} (#) is placed after the name of the station. 


RESTRICTED 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES 
=== INJURY ONLY 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


: = 
: = : = = 


600 | 


1200 


1000 


o 
fo) 
°o 
HLONSYLS OOO! Y3d NOISSIWGV JO 31LVY TIVANNV 


ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 


SRR GGenS=s 

| 400 ag 400 
200 200 
fe) ae ie 1e) 


JAN FEB JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT 


= 
°o 
< 


DEC 


OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
; R ES e R | CT S D _ 3 — HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


RESTRICTED | 


MORBIDITY FROM === DISEASE ONLY 
oes COLDS, INFLUENZA. ere 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


1200 1200 
MORBIDITY FROM PNEUMONIA 
=eneemes COLDS, INFLUENZA, ETC. 
1000 1000 
P 
re 
ro) z 
= FA 
ul E 
oc 8 
it : 
>) £ 
z 
e 800 Se, te Oe i 800 
° 5 
2 F 
3 
o. i 
= : d fF u A u J a A s ° n . d F ta A “ J J A Ss ° M ° 
° co ieee, 1944 1945 eo 
= J 
ran) 
C9 
: a Care 
; Bee eM cca tie 
wl 400 
o ¢ 
[0 
C= 4 
=) 
4 
z 
_ 
20 200 
RA 
(@) 
FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEG 
RESTRICTED “MEDICAL. STATISTICS 01 VISION 


LTH REPORTS BRANCH 


er 


Volume V — Report No. 48 


RESTRICTED 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


MORBID FROM: All Causes: 
(See Chart on page 3.) 


Morbidity fram all causes during the week ended 
30 November increased sharply (by about 20 percent) 
to 579 per thousand troops per annum. 


SLM 

The admission rate for injury increased slightly 
to 30 per thousand troops per annum from 29 per 
thousand reported in the week ended 23 November. High- 
est morbidity was reported from the Fourth and Ninth 
Service Commands, (35 and 34 per thousand, respective- 
ly), ranging upward from the unusually low rate of 14 
per thousand reported from the First Service Command. 


Diseases: 
(See Chart on opposite page.) 
Morbidity from all diseases in the United States 
as a whole increased sharply to 549 per thousand (5 
percent above the rate for the corresponding week of 


| last year). 


Disease admission rates increased sharply in all 
service commands, with highest morbidity reported from 
the Military District of Washington (682 per thousand). 
These increases were due in large measure to rapid 
rises during the week in morbidity from common respira~ 
tory diseases. 
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Respiratory Diseases: 
(See Chart on opposite page.) | 

The rate for colds, influenza, etc, increased 
sharply during the week in the country as a whole (103 
to 149 per thousand troops per anmm), and exceeded the 
rate for the corresponding period last year by about 
40 percent. 


The rate increased in all service commands, with 
highest morbidity reported from the Seventh (242 per 
thousand). Sharpest rise during the week occurred in 
the MDW (90 percent of the previous week's rate), while 
increases of more than 60 percent are noted in the 
Second, Fifth, and Seventh Service Commands. The First 
Service Command continued to report the lowest morbid~ 
ity from these causes (91 per thousand). 


The pnewunonia admission rate rose during the week 
from 10 per thousand to 12 per thousand, as compared 
with last year's rates of 9 and 8 per thousand for the 
corresponding periods last year. During the week ended 
30 November the rate for pneumonia other than atypical 
moved from 2,3 per thousand to 3.3 per thousand. 


Venereal Diseases: 
Morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS 
cases) remained at 56 per thousand per annum. | 


Morbidity from these causes decreased or remained 
substantially unchanged in all service commands except 
the Third and Sixth. Highest rate was noted in the 
Third Service Command (76 per thousand), lowest (34 per 
thousand and 38 per thousand), in the MDW and the Ninth 
Service Command. 


AVERAGE NUMBER OF NONEFFECTIVES PER 1000 STRENGTH 


NONEFFECTIVE RATE PATIENTS REMAINING IN HOSPITAL 
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Other Commmicable Diseases: PATIENTS REMAINING pee TREATMENT : 20 NOVEMBER 1945: 
See Chart on page 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery remained 

_|low (4 per thousand); only the MDW reported a rate in The number of patients remaining in hospital in 

excess of 5 per thousand, the Zone of Interior, including patients transferred 
from overseas, decreased during the week to 186,585 as 
compared with 191,207 at the end of the previous week. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 
The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
| (See Chart on page 6.) 14, 021 or about 800 fewer than at the end of the pre- 
vious week, Non—battle injury patients remaining 
The non-effective rate for persomel stationed numbered about 31,000. The number of battle casualty 
‘jin the continental United States is estimated at 34.1 patients remaining decreased by about 2400 to number 
'|per thousand strength for the week ended 30 November 50,395. 


|as compared with 34.0 per thousand for the correspond- 
ae OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 
See Chart on page 9. 


‘ting week of 1944. 

In the week ended 30 November there were 6,625 
enlisted personnel discharged by CDD, (about 1000 fewe 
than in the previous week). Fifty-four percent of 
these discharges were reported by general hospitals an 
26 percent by convalescent hospitals. Among these 
CDD's were 1307 neuropsychiatric cases, about 200 less 
than in the previous week. 
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MIL. DIST. OF WASHINGTON 


FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND 


FIFTH SERVICE COMMAND 


SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 


SEVENTH SERVICE COMMAND 


EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND 
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Boston PoE, Mass 


Devens, Ft, Mass 


Westover Field, Mass (RH) 


TOTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR & MISC UNITS 


SECOND SERVICE COMMAND 


Dix, Ft, NJ 
Hancock, Ft, N J 


Kilmer, Cp, N d 


Mitchel Field, NY (RH) 


| Houmouth, Ft, NJ (RH) 


Shanks, Cp, N Y 


TOTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR & MISC UNITS 
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Atterbury, Cp, Ind 
Benj Harrison, Ft, Ind 
Campbell, Cp, Ky 


Patterson Field, Ohio 


Wright Field, Ohio 


TOTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR & MISC UNITS 
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SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 


Chanute Field, T1l (RH) 


Scott Field, D1 (RH) 
Sheridan, Ft, Tl (RH) 
Truax Field, Wis (RH) 


TOTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR & MISC UNITS 
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The charts on the following pages are based on 
the most valid data concerning morbidity and mortal-~ 
ity in the U. S. Army’ currently available in the 
Office of The Surgeon Generale Reasonably complete 
and accurate morbidity and mortality records of the 
United States Amy were first collected during 1819. 
With the exception of the years, 1833, 1834, and 
1836 for which no data are available, the records 
for the United States Army form the longest consecu- 
tive series of annual health records in this country. 
Morbidity and mortality data during the periods of 
the Mexican War, 1847 and 1848 and the Civil War, 
1862-1866 are incomplete and are not show on the 
charts presenting rates by calendar years, Anmal 
mortality rates for the civilian population were 
first collected on a national basis in 1900. Even 
though Amy troops fom a smll selected group of the 
total population of the country, the general trend in 
morbidity and mortality rates undoubtedly reflects 
the changes which have taken place in the health of 
the entire population. 


Trend in Admissions to Sick Report, 1819 - 1944 
During the century and a quarter which has 


elapsed since 1819, the annual admission rate to sick 
report has decreased about 75 percent so that today 
it is only one fourth as high as it was during the 
1820's. Just prior to the outbreak of World War II 
about 6 or 7 out of every 10 soldiers were excused 
from duty for one day or longer due to ill health; in 
the early years of the past century each soldier, on 
the average, was excused from duty from 2 to 3 times 
each year for similar reasons. 


The highest admission rates were recorded just 
before and after the War with Mexico, the largest 
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being 3847 per 1000 per annum in 1841 due, in part at 
least, to the campaign against the Indians in Florida. 
Little or no improvement occurred in the health of the 
Army until after the Civil War. Malaria, typhoid fever 
diarrhea and dysentery, cholera, smallpox and other 
commmicable diseases were the principal causes of non- 
effectiveness. Improvements in sanitation and hygiene 
and in the control of infectious and parasitic diseases 
started a decline in the admission rate from disease 
shortly after the Civil War which has continued since 
that time except during the Spanish American War and 
World Wars I and IIe 


Prior to World War I colored troops were excused 
from duty due to ill health in approximtely the same 
relative numbers as white troops. However, during the 
period between World Wars I and II the admission rates 
from both disease and injury for colored troops were 
definitely less than those for white troops, reflecting 
largely differences in assignment and geographic dis~ 
tributione Mobilization of new troops before and 
during World War II resulted in a sharp rise in the 
illness rates of both white and colored men; the rates 
among colored troops increased more rapidly, partly as 
a result of the greater prevalence of venereal disease, 
so that their more favorable health experience had 
vanished by the end of 1941. 


Trend in Non-Effectives, 1867 — 1944 
The decline in the admission rate during the past 


century and a quarter has produced a corresponding 
decline in the average daily number of non-effectives. 
At the close of the Civil War when the first data on 
non-effectiveness in the Amy are available, between 5 
and 6 percent of the troops were constantly non—- 
effective as a result of disease or injury. By 1940, 
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when mobilization for World War II began, this figure 
had dropped to about 3 percente During World War II 
the rate rose again but did not reach the level of 
either World War I or the Spanish War in spite of the 
global distribution of troops. The relatively small 
increase in this war contrasts graphically with the 
experience during the Spanish War and the Philippine 
Insurrection when American troops were first exposed 
to tropical diseases. At that time the non-effective 
rate jumped from about 3.5 percent to nearly 85 per~ 
cent. Fifteen years passed before the rate again 
fell to pre—wer levels, 


Prior to World War I colored and white troops 
experienced approximately the same non-effective 
rates. After World War I, following the decline in 
admission rates, the non-effective rate of colored 
troops remained well below that of white troops. 
However, this difference was reversed during World 
War Ile 


rend in Death Rates 19 = 1 

Even more spectacular than the decrease in the 
amount of' illness among Army troops has been the 
decrease in the death rate. Up until the Civil War 
the death rate from disease fluctuated widely depend- 
ing upon the presence or absence of epidemics of com 
minicable diseases. The highest rate, 80 per 1000 
per annum, or 8 percent of the troops was recorded in 
1849. This rate is more than 130 tims that prevail- 
ing during World War II. The most impressive medical 
development of World War II was the prevention of 
death from disease. Contrary to the experience of 
previous wars, the death rate from disease actually 
decreased during the war just ended. Mobilisation of 
an army of 8,000,000 men and deployment throughout 
the entire world occurred simltaneously with a 
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decrease in the death rate from disease from 2.0 to 2.5 
per 1000 per annum prior to the war to a rate of only 
0.6 per 1000 during the war. At present, the death 
rate from disease in the Army is only about one fourth 
the corresponding death rate among males of the same 
ages in the civilian populatione 


The death rate from non-battle injury which 
declined more than 50 percent between the end of the 
Civil War and World War I showed no definite trend 
after 1920 wntil the outbreak of World War IIe The 
increasing mechanization of the Army especially the 
increase in the use of airplanes has tended to maintain! 
the death rate from injury at a level of about 2.0 per | 
1000 per annum. 


Contrary to the case with respect to admission and 
non-effective rates, the death rate from disease gener- 
ally has been higher among colored than among white 
troops. The death rate from non-battle injury among 
colored troops fluctuates widely due to the relatively 
small number of men involved but has been consistently 
below the rate for white troops since World War I due 
largely to assignment to less hazardous jobs. 


Wounds and Deaths in ass Wars 
The impressive ces which have been made in 


military medicine during recent years is graphically 
demonstrated by the fact that World War II was the 
first major war in which this country has participated 
that deaths from battle causes have exceeded deaths 
from disease, It might be thought that the larger 
number of battle deaths result from more intensive 
combat with more deadly weapons than were available 
during past wars. But this is not the case. The 
number of battle deaths per annum per 1000 troops in> 
service was less than 60 percent of that during World 
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'|War I and only 25 percent of the corresponding number 
among northern troops during the Civil War. 


During World War II, 13 men died in battle for 
every man who died from disease; during the Spanish- 
American War the ratio was reversed, 13 men dying 
from disease for every man dying in battle. Without 
the effective control which the Medical Department 

| exercised over disease, it is almost certain that 

| World war II could not have been brought to a vic- 

| torious end at the time when it actually was. During 
| the Civil War 71 men per 1000 troops died from dis- 

| ease each year. If the same rate had prevailed 

| during World War II, the Army would have lost more 

| that 1,600,000 men from deaths due to disease instead 
| of the actual number, 13,700. Obviously, losses of 

| this magnitude would have seriously impaired the suc= 
| cessful prosecution of the ware 


; In spite of the fact that World War II was a 

‘| global war and that the number of men mobilized was 

‘| several times larger than during any previous war, 

‘| the number of deaths from all causes fell well below 
the number of deaths during the Civil War. While 

| records are incomplete, it is estimated that the 

| Civil War cost about 620,000 lives among the northern 
and southern forces canbined. The combined losses 
due to death among both Army and Navy personnel 
during World War II did not exceed 375,000 persons or 

| about 60 percent of the number of deaths during the 

‘| Civil War. 
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Although the control of disease was the most 
important factor in the prevention ofdeath during World 
War II, the increase in the proportion of the wounded 
who recover should not be forgotten. An exact compari- 
son of the case fatality rate among wounded personnel 
cannot be made due to varying practices in counting the 
number of wounded and the number which died of wounds 
as well as differences in the accuracy and completeness 
of the statistical information. Nevertheless, the 
reported case fatality rates probably reflect the rela- 
tive rank of the various wars with respect to the per- 
centage of wounded who subsequently die as a result of 
their wounds. The percentage of the wounded who died 
of wounds has been as follows, Civil War, about 14 per 
cent; World War I including gas casualties, 6.1 percent 
or 8e3 percent if only gunshot wounds are included; and 
World War II, about 4.4 percent. These figures are 
case fatality rates and consequently differ from those 
shown in the table since the latter are annual death 
rates per 1000 strength. The reduction in the case 
fatality rate during World War IT saved the lives of 
from 20,000 to 25,000 wounded personnele 
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DEATHS FROM DISEASE-WHITE AND COLORED,TROOPS, 1867-1942 
DEATHS PER 1000 TROOPS PER YEAR 


' —— 
PHILIPPINE 
INSURRECTION 


1867 1870 i880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 


FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE FOR PERIOD 1867-1882, INCLUSIVE. PUERTO RICAN AND FILIPINO TROOPS NOT INCLUDED IN YEARS 1904 THROUGH I9IO. 
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DEATHS FROM INJURY—WHITE AND COLORED TROOPS, 
DEATHS PER 1000 TROOPS PER YEAR 


1867-1942 


RATE 
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1867 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 41950 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE FOR PERIOD 1867-1882, INCLUSIVE. 


PUERTO RICAN AND FILIPINO TROOPS NOT INCLUDED IN YEARS 1904 THROUGH 1910. 
BATTLE CASUALTIES NOT INCLUDED IN WORLD WARS I AND IL. 
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WOUNDS AND DEATHS 


AMERICAN LAND FORCES DURING MAJOR WARS 
ABSOLUTE NUMBERS AND ANNUAL RATES PER 1000 


TOTAL WOUNDED KILLED DIED DIED OF DIED TOTAL TOTAL 


IN ACTION OF NON-BATTLE FROM 
INCLUDES INCLUDES DEATHS BATTLE NON-BATTLE 
DIED OF WOUNDS |wHiLE PRISONERS WOUNDS INJURIES DISEASE DEATHS DEATHS 


NUMBER NUMBER —"woweer [RATE | NUMBER | RATE | NUMBER [RATE | NUMBER | RATE | 


| NUMBER | 
APR.1846 — FEB.1848 


NORTH 318,187 , : 3. 233,789 114,757 244,771 j 
CIVIL WAR 
APR. 1861 — APR. 1865 
INCOM 165,000 260,000 
SOUTH 


SPANISH WAR 


MAY 1898 — DEC. 1898 


PHILIPPINE \ 
INSURRECTION 2.2 157 7,001 
JAN. 1899 — DEC. 1902 3 
APR. 1917 — DEG. 1918 
DEC. 1941 — AUG.1945 


% STRENGTH NOT AVAILABLE 


“- NONEFFECTIVES—DISEASE, INJURY, AND TOTAL, 1867-1944. 
; AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF NONEFFECTIVES PER 1000 TROOPS 
RATE RATE 
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PHILIPPINE 
INSURRECTION 


INJURY , 


6) — 
1867 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 


“ISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE FOR PERIOD 1867-1882, INCLUSIVE. 


UUERTO RICAN AND FILIPINO TROOPS NOT INCLUDED.-IN YEARS 1904 THROUGH 1910 
IATTLE CASUALTIES NOT INCLUDED IN WORLD WARS LAND IL. 
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NONEFFECTIVES FROM INJURY—WHITE AND COLORED TROOPS, 1867-1942 


AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF NONEFFECTIVES PER 1000 TROOPS 
RATE RATE 
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1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 I920 1930 1940 1950 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE FOR PERIOD 1867 — 1882, INCKUSIVE. 


PUERTO RICAN AND FILIPINO TROOPS NOT INCLUDED IN YEARS 1904 THROUGH 1910. 
DATA NOT AVAILABLE FOR PERIOD 1898 THROUGH 1I1903. 
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_ NONEFFECTIVES FROM DISEASE—WHITE AND COLORED TROOPS, 1867-1942 
AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF NONEFFECTIVES PER 1000 TROOPS 
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1867 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 L920 1930 1940 1950 


FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE FOR PERIOD I867-1882, INCLUSIVE. 
PUERTO RICAN AND FILIPINO TROOPS NOT INCLUDED IN YEARS 1904 THROUGH I9IO. 
DATA NOT AVAILABLE FOR PERIOD 1898 THROUGH 1903. 
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